[image: image1.png]INTERNATIONAL

Herald Tribune




US to give Jordan an extra US$78 million to combat terrorism and accommodate refugees
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AMMAN, Jordan: The United States is giving cash-strapped Jordan an additional US$78 million (euro 56 million) this year to boost its Arab ally's efforts to combat terrorism and compensate it for hosting hundreds of thousands of Iraqi refugees, the embassy said in a statement Sunday.

The money, which will be disbursed by Sept. 30, is in addition to US$454 million (euro 327 million) in economic and military aid already appropriated this fiscal year for Jordan.

U.S. President George W. Bush signed the supplemental appropriation into law on May 25 after the U.S. Congress earlier approved the additional aid.

Of the total, US$10.3 million (€7.4 million) will go to Jordan's efforts to improve basic education and health services in communities that have experienced a significant influx of Iraqi citizens, the statement said.

Another US$8 million (€5.8 million) will be used to assist the Ministry of Education in "expanding basic education services to meet minimum international standards, while accommodating Iraqi children and maintaining basic education services for currently enrolled refugee and displaced populations in schools."

Last month, more than 40,000 Iraqi refugee children flooded into Jordanian schools for the first time since they had fled their homeland, amid concerns the new students could overburden the system.
Following the decision to allow Iraqi refugees to attend schools, Jordan's education ministry has said that more classrooms and possibly new buildings would needed to accommodate the influx.

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Ellen Sauerbrey announced during a visit to Jordan three weeks ago that her country will increase its support to nations hosting Iraqi refugees with a US$30 million (euro21.97 million) grant for education.

Jordan and Syria host the largest percentage of the more than 2 million displaced Iraqis and complain of the increasing burdens on their health and education infrastructures. Smaller numbers of Iraqis have fled to Lebanon, Egypt and Turkey.

The U.S. Embassy statement said of the remaining money, US$10 million will go for anti-terrorism training and equipment. Most of the training will be conducted at the Jordanian International Police Training Center — a desert facility training Iraqi police cadets.

An additional US$12.7 million (euro 9.2 million) will be applied toward equipment grants for Jordanian police. The rest will be used to help Jordan tighten its border controls.

The statement did not specify which border, but Jordan has been seeking improved security surveillance at its northern and eastern borders with neighboring Syria and Iraq.

