May 28, 2009

The Honorable Howard Berman
Chair, Committee on Foreign Affairs
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman:

On behalf of Refugee Council USA (RCUSA), a coatitdf 25 non-profit agencies
working toward protection of refugees worldwide, wete in strong support of the
refugee-related and statelessness provisions iRdregn Relations Authorization
Act, Fiscal Years 2010 and 2011 (H.R. 2410). Tiowigions included in H.R.
2410 will help increase the strength of the U.Spaomse to humanitarian disasters,
enhance the U.S. refugee admissions program, sdetter address the continued
displacement of Iraqis, and reduce statelessness@the world.

The provisions included in the Act would reform tleéugee admissions process to
ensure that the most vulnerable of refugees hasesado protection through
resettlement in the United States. Iraqis displanside and outside of their
country would benefit from these enhancements disawex more coordinated and
comprehensive U.S. response to their plight.

We also support provisions in the Act aimed at oty statelessness, an often
neglected problem that affects at least 11 milpeople worldwide. The Act calls
for increased attention of the international comityuto this problem, prioritizes
prevention and reduction of statelessness in te 1dreign policy agenda, and
authorizes funds to help address the problem.

We appreciate the Committee’s recommended authgrievel for Migration and
Refugee Assistance (MRA) that is above the Presglegguest, as the demands on
resources are likely to increase further as th@sgadn in Afghanistan and Pakistan
intensifies. We also greatly appreciate the etimdouble the authorized ceiling

for Emergency Refugee and Migration Assistance (BRd $200 million.
Increasing available funding for this emergencyddawn account will allow the
U.S. to respond more quickly to a variety of unextpéd crises such as those
unfolding in Sri Lanka and Somalia today.

We thank you for your leadership on the protectbthese vulnerable groups.
Respectfully,

s Oy

Robert J. Carey
Chair, Refugee Council USA



