
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 April 2009 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
I write on behalf of Refugee Council USA, a coalition of faith-based, humanitarian, 
and human rights organizations committed to refugee protection, to urge you to 
support the Kerry-Lugar amendment to restore $4 billion to the international affairs 
budget (function 150) during consideration of the fiscal year 2010 Budget 
Resolution.  
 
In our daily work we witness the terrible costs that war and instability inflict on 
millions of displaced people. We believe the U.S. and other donor countries must 
increase their investments in development and diplomacy to lessen the likelihood of 
conflict; respond quickly to save lives during crises; and help survivors stabilize and 
rebuild their communities. 
 
Our members fully appreciate the economic pressures facing our own country, but 
believe that timely investments in international programs can help prevent more 
costly problems later.  These programs are in the national interest and consistent with 
our country’s strong humanitarian values.  The international affairs budget includes 
essential resources needed to protect the millions of refugees and internally displaced 
persons who depend on the international community for food, shelter, health care 
and education.   
 
In bringing international affairs funding to the level recommended by the President, 
the Kerry-Lugar amendment would also help limit the recent practice of postponing 
funding for known humanitarian needs until supplemental bills are taken up in the 
middle of the year.  This practice causes life-saving programs to be scaled back or 
shut down. It reduces crisis readiness and results in costly inefficiencies. Congress 
should ensure that sufficient funding is available under the international affairs 
budget to address core humanitarian needs at the start of the fiscal year. 
 
The importance of U.S. leadership on humanitarian and development issues cannot 
be overstated.  The decisions our country makes during these difficult times will set 
the tone for other donors, and have an immediate and tangible impact on millions of 
people across the globe and, ultimately, on our own prosperity and security.  We 
therefore respectfully request your support for the Kerry-Lugar amendment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Robert J. Carey 
Chair, Refugee Council USA  


