
 

The Honorable Max Baucus 

Chairman, Senate Committee on Finance 

219 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510-6200 

 

Dear Senator Baucus: 

 

On behalf of the undersigned refugee advocacy organizations, we write to urge 

your leadership in including the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Extension 

for Elderly and Disabled Refugees Act (HR 2608) as part of the upcoming 

Medicare physician payment package.  

 

The number of people who are losing their life-sustaining SSI benefits, in large 

part due to delays in the immigration system beyond their control, is climbing. 

The Social Security Administration currently projects that over 40,000 elderly and 

disabled refugees will face extreme hardship and destitution due to the suspension 

of their SSI benefits over the next ten years. These are people who fled 

persecution or torture in countries such as Iran, Russia, Iraq, Vietnam, Laos, 

Cambodia and Somalia, and now are too elderly or disabled to support 

themselves.  Many of these refugees fought alongside U.S. soldiers in overseas 

conflicts. 

 

As more and more people begin to reach the end of their seven-year eligibility 

period, the human impact of this restrictive time limit has become increasingly 

dire and all the more intolerable.  Some will lose health insurance as well, because 

SSI and Medicaid eligibility are typically linked.  Among those who have already 

lost SSI benefits is Mr. K’Keng, a 75 year old Montagnard American who, during 

the Vietnam War, was recruited and fought alongside U.S. Special Forces.  As a 

result, he was injured in the conflict which blinded his right eye and left his wrist 

and hand injured.  When the communist regime took over in 1975, he was 

imprisoned for six years as a political prisoner and later was resettled in the U.S. 

as a refugee.  K’Keng and his wife both lost their SSI benefits in 2003 due to the 

seven-year limit and consequently, their son has had to delay his college career in 

order to help provide for the family.  This is only one of the thousands of 

heartbreaking stories that we will continue to be confronted with unless Congress 

acts now to lengthen the insufficient eligibility period for this extremely vulnerable 

population. 

 

This bill enjoys bipartisan support, builds on similar proposals in recent Bush 

Administration budgets, and contains a savings provision that will cover the 

modest cost of the extension. This bill was passed in the House by voice vote in 

July of this year and if included and passed along with the Medicare physician 

payment package, would extend the SSI eligibility of refugees from seven to nine 

years until 2010.  Given the urgency of the situation and the life-threatening 

consequences that these individuals face, we strongly urge you to take leadership 



in including this bill as part of the Medicare physician payment package.  Thank 

you for your consideration. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

C. Richard Parkins, Director, Episcopal Migration Ministries 

Chair, Refugee Council USA 

 

On Behalf of the Following Agencies: 
 
Radwan Khoury, PhD, Executive Director and COO 

Arab American Chaldean Council 
 

Gideon Aronoff, President and CEO 

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society  
 

Nou Vang, CEO 

Hmong National Development 
 

George Rupp, President 

International Rescue Committee 
 

Pary Karadaghi, President and CEO 

Kurdish Human Rights Watch 
 

Ralston H. Deffenbaugh, Jr., President 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
 

Doua Thor, Executive Director 

Southeast Asia Resource Action Center 
 
Johnny Young, Executive Director 

Migration and Refugee Services 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 

Stephan Bauman, Senior Vice President for Programs 

World Relief 
 
 
 
CC: The Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV 

       The Honorable Kent Conrad 



       The Honorable Jeff Bingaman 

       The Honorable John F. Kerry 

       The Honorable Blanche L. Lincoln 

       The Honorable Ron Wyden 

       The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 

       The Honorable Debbie Stabenow 

       The Honorable Maria Cantwell 

       The Honorable Ken Salazar 

 


