The Honorable Senator Arlen Specter
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

August 15, 2006

Dear Senator Specter,

The state of Pennsylvania has been a place of welcome for the world’s refugees. We are
proud that our state resettles between 1,000-2,000 refugees a year through the
President’s special humanitarian program and urge you to take steps to ensure that the
material support bar to admission does not shut down this life saving work.

Thousands of refugees designated by the State Department for the refugee program are
currently on hold due to unintended consequences of security-related bars to

admission in the Patriot Act and Real ID Act. Any refugee who associated with or
provided “material support” to any armed group — even if the group is supported by the
United States — and even if the refugee was forced to provide support under duress, is
no longer eligible for the protection of the United States. Those denied a chance to
resettle include Laotian Hmong and Montagnards who supported U.S. troops during the
Vietnam War, Cubans who joined anti-Castro movements, and thousands of Burmese
refugees fleeing religious and ethnic persecution. Even a Liberian woman is currently
being denied refuge for providing “material support” because she was forced to cook and
clean for the rebel soldiers who killed her husband, gang raped her and held her
hostage. Innocent victims of terror should not be defined as “supporters” of terrorism,
and pro-democracy groups which the U.S. government actively supports should not be
labeled “terrorist organizations.”

We are aware that a bipartisan legislative proposal was recently put forward by several
senators that would have modified the law currently barring refugees from coming to the
U.S. However, we are dismayed to learn that you used your position as Judiciary
Chairman to stop this proposal from being adopted. We urge you to take a closer look at
this issue by holding hearings and supporting changes in the law which would allow
refugees to continue coming to Pennsylvania.

We look forward to hearing of your plans to move forward on this issue before the
summer recess.

Sincerely,

Regan Cooper, Executive Director Matthew Krabill

Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Sub-Office Director

Coalition Lutheran Children and Family Services of
2100 Arch Street, 7th Floor Eastern PA

Philadelphia, PA 19103 31 South Duke Street

Lancaster, PA 17602

www.refugeecouncilusa.org




John Miller

Director of Refugee Resettlement
Catholic Charities of Pittsburgh
212 9" Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Mike Murnoch

Executive Director
International Institute of Erie
517 East 26th Street

Erie, PA 16504

Janet Panning

Refugee Program Director

Lutheran Children and Family Services of
Eastern PA

231 North 63rd St.

Philadelphia, PA

Seth Goldstein

President

Philadelphia Jewish Labor Committee
1816 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Judith Bernstein-Baker

Executive Director

HIAS and Council Migration Service of
Philadelphia

2100 Arch Street, 3%° Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Barry Morrison

Regional Director

Anti-Defamation League

Eastern Pennsylvania Region

1617 John F. Kennedy Blvd., Suite 1160
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Brian Tirimanne

Resource Coordinator

Welcome Center for Immigrants and
Internationals

Jewish Family & Children's Service
5743 Bartlett Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15217

www.refugeecouncilusa.org

Phyllis Forman

Director

Immigration and Refugee Resettlement
Programs

Catholic Social Services

Archdiocese of Philadelphia

227" North 18™ Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Craig Trebilcock
President

Golden Vision
West Market Street
York, PA 17401

Robin C. Schatz

Director of Government Affairs

Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia
2100 Arch Street, 3rd Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19103

John Fox

Chairman

Philadelphia Jewish Labor Committee
1816 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Nan Feyler, J.D., M.P.H.
Executive Director
Nationalities Service Center
1300 Spruce St.
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Becky Abrams, MSW

Kosher SuperPantry Director
Squirrel Hill Kosher SuperPantry
5842 Forward Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Fredericka McKain

President & CEO

Institute for Cultural Partnership
3211 North Front Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110



Sheila McGeehan
Director

Church World Service
308 East King St.
Lancaster, PA 17602

Simon Reich, PhD

Professor of International Affairs
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA 15260

Anne O'Callaghan

Executive Director

Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians
1617 JFK Blvd,

13th Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Charlotte Zabusky

Director, Pittsburgh Refugee and Immigrant
Center

Jewish Family and Children’s Center of
Pittsburgh

5743 Bartlett Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Almira Rzehak

Refugee Resettlement Program Manager
Catholic Charities

Diocese of Harrisburg

4800 Union Deposit Road

Harrisburg, PA 17105

Scilla Wahrhaftig
Pittsburgh Friends Meeting
7514 Kensington Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Celeste Taylor
People For the American Way
Pennsylvania State Coordinator

c/o: PFAW, 2000 M Street, NW Suite 400

Washington, DC 20036

www.refugeecouncilusa.org

Rorng Sorn

Director of Programs

Cambodian Association of Greater
Philadelphia

5412 North 5th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19120

Lisa Lee

Director, Community Development
Southeast Asian Mutual Assistance
Association Coalition, Inc.

4601 Market Street, 2" Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19139

Aryeh Sherman

Executive Director

Jewish Family and Children’s Center of
Pittsburgh

5743 Bartlett Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Susan J. Feathers, Esq.

University of Pennsylvania Law School
3400 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Kristen Uhler

Executive Director

Pennsylvania Immigration Resource Center
50 Mt Zion Rd.

York, PA 17402

Rev. Linda Theophilus
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
420 Nike Drive

Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Wanda Guthrie, Organizer
Roots of Promise/
Thomas Merton Center
5125 Penn Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15224



