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	Congressman Earl Blumenauer 

The Responsibility to Iraqi Refugees Act h.r.2265

Four years after the start of the Iraq War, the ongoing civil war has produced a humanitarian crisis marked by the world’s fastest growing refugee and internally displaced populations. We have a deep moral responsibility to innocent Iraqis who are suffering from the effects of the war, particularly those who are in danger because they risked their lives to help the United States. 

	The Iraq Refugee Crisis:

The United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates that there are more than 4 million Iraqis who’ve been displaced from their homes, either to neighbouring countries or other parts of Iraq as a result of the ongoing violence, with an additional 50,000 to 70,000 Iraqis displaced every month. While these figures likely underestimate the magnitude of the problem, they demonstrate that close to 15% of the Iraqi population are either refugees or internally displaced persons. Across the region, in countries like Syria and Jordan, massive refugee flows threaten to destabilize countries, overwhelm national budgets, and inflame ethnic tensions, all of which are starting to cause backlashes and civil rights violations against the refugees. Within Iraq, many internal refugees face violence and barriers as they flee to safer areas, while many ethnic and religious minorities find themselves targeted by religious fundamentalists or caught between warring groups. 

While the U.S. has a responsibility to all innocent Iraqis who are suffering as a result of the war, we bear a particular responsibility to those who are being targeted because they helped the United States. For too many well-meaning Iraqis, who either served as a translator for the U.S. military or worked for a humanitarian organization, they have been made the targets of Al Qaeda, Sunni insurgents, or Shiite militias. Yet, in March 2007, the United States admitted only 11 Iraqi refugees. Meanwhile, the UNHCR has ceased operations in the neighbouring country of Jordan. 

Although we have few strategic options in Iraq, we can minimize the impacts of the war on the Iraqi people and the broader Middle East. This legislation would demonstrate America’s commitment to those who are suffering from the horrific situation in Iraq. 

What Congressman Blumenauer’s Legislation Would Do:

The “Responsibility to Iraqi Refugees Act of 2007” would:

· Establish a program to admit to the United States Iraqis who are at risk because they helped coalition or reconstruction efforts in Iraq;

· Establish a Special Coordinator for Iraqi Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons and require strategies to ensure the well-being and safety of Iraqi refugees in the region;

· Increase the number of persecuted Iraqis who can be admitted to the United States as refugees;

· Authorize additional funding for assistance to refugees, refugee resettlement, and processing of refugees.
Before the war, then-Secretary of State Colin Powell warned the President about Iraq, “You break it, you own it.” In the years since, the humanitarian crisis in and around Iraq has reached catastrophic portions. Unless we act, we will face the strategic and humanitarian consequences for years. If we don’t act, what right do we have to claim moral leadership in the world?
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Give Them Shelter �May 20, 2007��There are 4 million Iraqi refugees, yet Washington is doing very little to help them, undermining U.S. credibility and morality. ��Of a population of about 27 million, at least 1.9 million are now internally displaced; another 2 million have sought refuge abroad.





And even though Washington promised to take 7,000 asylum cases in 2007, it admitted only 69 from Oct. 1, 2006, to April 30, according to State Department statistics





This abdication of responsibility amounts to turning our back on loyal friends in dire need.





What is to be done? Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore.) has introduced a thoughtful bill that would allow resettlement of up to 15,000 endangered Iraqis for each of the next four years





Our moral standing is at stake; so is our strategic position. Refugee camps could easily become centers of despair, havens for terrorist recruiting and symbols of American failure. Such a terrible outcome still can — and must — be averted. 
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A Duty to the Displaced�June 11, 2007


�The United States has traditionally helped the victims of international crises. Yet in the Iraq crisis it helped create, it is failing in this duty.


�Over 2 million Iraqis have fled their homeland, most since the U.S. invasion four years ago -- yet merely 701 refugees have been admitted, including only one in April and one in May.


Many Iraqis in neighboring countries are not allowed to work, making them more vulnerable to poverty, radicalization and extralegal activities such as prostitution.


�Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore.) has introduced legislation to help more Iraqis, particularly those who have assisted the United States, the United Nations, U.S. or U.N. contractors, or U.S.-based nongovernmental organizations. ��The U.S. duty to Iraqis shouldn't be a partisan question. People on every side of the Iraq war debate ought to agree that America should assist and make room for more Iraqis in need.














Iraqi Refugees Create Quandary�May 24, 2007��Thousands of Iraqis are fleeing the war in their country daily. In the past seven months, the U.S. has admitted just 69 of them, including only one last month.


One refugee bill, which would expand the number of Iraqi and Afghan military translators allowed to settle in the U.S. to 500 a year from 50, passed both chambers of Congress by a wide margin this week. Mr. Bush is expected to sign it.


But Rep. Blumenauer has introduced a far more ambitious bill that would allow 20,000 Iraqis into the U.S. this year, followed by 15,000 in each of the following four years. The bill also would create a "special coordinator for Iraqi refugees and internally displaced persons" within the mammoth U.S. embassy in Baghdad. It has yet to be scheduled for a vote. ��





Returning the Favor,


By David Keene, Chairman of the American Conservative Union�June 12, 2007��My daughter is in the Army and recently returned from a year in and around Baghdad, where she and fellow members of her unit worked closely with an interpreter they came to know as “Timmy.”��My daughter called me before she left Baghdad to tell me she and those who served with her want Timmy out. “If we leave him,” she said, “we will be sentencing him to death and we can’t do that because he’s one of us and we owe him our lives.”


�Sadly, we have allowed very, very few Timmies into this country. He and thousands like him have risked everything in a common struggle for which many here and in Iraq have no stomach. ��Democratic Rep. Earl Blumenauer of Oregon and Republican Rep. Christopher Shays of Connecticut want to expand that number. H.R. 2265, which they introduced, would help us deliver on Undersecretary of State Paula Dobriansky’s promise that “we are committed to those Iraqis who have provided assistance to the U.S. military and embassy.”   It’s the least we can do for Timmy and those like him who have risked everything to help us.








