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Lexington Herald Leader: Deportation case granted federal review

TRANSY STUDENT FLED SUDAN
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Federal officials are going to review the deportation case of Lino Nakwa, a Transylvania University student seeking to become a permanent American citizen after fleeing his war-torn homeland of Sudan, says the office of U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth, D-Louisville.

Nakwa said Friday afternoon that he got the news from Holly Holland, a Louisville book editor involved in immigration issues.

Stuart Perelmuter, a spokesman for Yarmuth, confirmed that Nakwa's case will be reviewed by the office of Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. Perelmuter declined to elaborate.

The development followed a statement from the offices of U.S. Rep. Ben Chandler, D-Lexington, and U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Louisville, that they are asking Chertoff to give Nakwa "full, fair and prompt consideration of his case."

Nakwa, 29, was elated.

"This is such a big development," he said. "It's really great. Good news."

Nakwa, whose case was the subject of an April 12 article in the Herald-Leader, has been denied permanent resident status and faces possible deportation.

"The outpouring of support for Mr. Nakwa has been extraordinary. Knowing what this young man has been through, Sen. McConnell and I are doing all we can to ensure that he is treated fairly and that his personal safety remains a top priority," Chandler said in a statement.

"Sen. McConnell has shown great leadership in this matter. I applaud him for this effort, and I hope that working together, we can make a difference in the life of an exceptional individual."

McConnell said, "Many throughout Kentucky have been touched by the story of Lino Nakwa. I thank Rep. Chandler for his hard work and am proud to join him in writing to the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security to urge him to fully review Mr. Nakwa's case."

Nakwa, whose goal is a career in finance, fears he could be killed by returning to Sudan simply for being a Christian. He fled Sudan after being kidnapped by militants as a boy.

Several weeks ago, the Department of Homeland Security's Citizenship and Immigration Services turned down his request for a green card, blocking the first step toward his goal of U.S. citizenship.

The government noted that in 1992, when Nakwa was 12, his older brother and he were kidnapped by a rebel group called the Sudanese People's Liberation Army.

He and his brother were held for a month at an SPLA training camp. There, they were forced to gather firewood for cooking, while subsisting on a daily cup of boiled maize. On a firewood mission one day, they escaped, making it to a refugee camp in Kenya.

The government says its records show Nakwa was "forced to attend" the camp. But, because the SPLA now is listed as a terrorist group, and because Nakwa was deemed to have received "military-type training there," his application was denied with no option for appeal.

Several people, including Transylvania President Charles L. Shearer, a number of faculty members and a host of students, have written letters in his behalf.

In 2003, Nakwa immigrated to Louisville and was given refugee status. On entering the country, he said, he was interviewed by immigration officials, and told them of his time in the SPLA camp.

His older brother, who had been with him in the camp, made it to India, and now lives in the United Kingdom, where he also faces the possibility of deportation.

Nakwa graduate from Jefferson Community College with distinction, and transferred to Transylvania last fall.

